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O ne of my favorite songs is Chaka Khan’s “I’m Every Woman.”  What a fitting song for this week, with the 
inauguration of President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Robinson Obama.  As America and the world 
take a front row seat to this monumental moment in history, I wonder if Mrs. Obama had any idea years ago the 
young lawyer she helped mentor would one day not just become her husband, but the 44th President of the 
United States, and she the First Lady.  

Michelle Obama will be added to the annals of history, and her Inaugural gown, to the famous First Ladies’ 
gallery in the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History.  She will decide the platforms on which she 
will focus over the next four years.  She is not just the first African American First Lady, but only the third with a 
postgraduate degree.  She is the ultimate symbol of success; of a smart young woman, born on the South Side 
of Chicago, who worked her way to the top.  She easily found her voice while at Princeton University and 
Harvard Law School and parlayed that voice into a successful career before and during her marriage to the 
President.  She will no doubt skillfully use her knowledge and influence in her newest role.  

 
 

 
   
I think of Michelle Obama as the ultimate Super Woman and Super Mom.  She has mastered the delicate skill 
of balancing career, politics and family. Her daughters Malia and Sasha appear to be well-rounded, well-
mannered kids; taking all of the hoopla surrounding their now-famous stature in stride.  According to President 
Obama, they have their Mom to thank for that.  No doubt Mrs. Obama will create a unique legacy in her new 
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role as have the First Ladies who have gone before her:   Eleanor Roosevelt, Jackie Kennedy, Lady Bird 
Johnson, Nancy Reagan, Hillary Clinton, and Laura Bush.  All stood behind and beside their husbands while 
helping shape the image of America to the world.   Michelle Obama will also follow the legacy of other famous 
women who have impacted this great country:  Sojourner Truth, Madame C. J. Walker, Rosa Parks, Barbara 
Jordan, Wilma Rudolph, Mae Jemison, and Oprah Winfrey.   These women paved the way from an often 
tumultuous history, and boldly helped lead the way to freedom and limitless opportunity.   
 
The most awe-inspiring aspect of this moment is not just the fact that Michelle Obama is the first African 
American First Lady. It’s what will become her first legacy.  From this point on, little girls like my three nieces 
will never have to “imagine” what it’s like to be a Black woman in the White House.   They can see a woman 
who looks like their Mommy and little girls who look like them living there; not to mention a man who looks like 
their Daddy running the most powerful country in the world. Even though they are too young right now to 
understand the impact of this unparalleled moment in history, because of it their dreams can soar without 
limitations of race or gender.  This in itself makes my heart burst with gladness.  This in itself is cause for 
celebration.  
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